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Questions Youth Are Asking Today

ay

C. Mervyn Maxwell

COPOUT PRAYERS
I read what you wrote some
months ago about saying, "Thy will
be done." You did pretty good, but I
still think that saying it is a copout. If
we really had true faith, we'd believe
that our prayer would be answered.
Didn't Jesus say, "Ask and ye shall receive"?

Jesus did say that, but that isn't
all He said about prayer. When He
was specifically asked to teach us
how to pray ( Luke 11:1-4 ), He
taught us in the Lord's Prayer to
say, "Thy will be done."
Here's a question for you: Is it
faith to ask a good, loving God to
do something that He knows isn't
best? Could it be a copout not to
say, "Thy will be done"?
DATING THE REAL JESUS
There is something seriously wrong
in your presentation of the gospel. You
are denying people a personal relationship with the Lord Jesus. You seem
anxious that if you don't tell about the
Sabbath and other doctrines, you will
be losing. Yes, you will be, because we
wouldn't be forced to go to a Seventhday Adventist church and pay tithe. Because we are individuals and have different needs, the Lord guides us in individual, personal, and most rewarding
ways.

Did you ever find after dating a
girl for a month or two, that she
was very different from what you
imagined her to be when you first
fell in love with her?
Many Christians fall in love with
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an
imaginary Jesus who
makes them feel comfy but who
doesn't really exist. Some break up
with Him when they discover what
He is really like.
The only effective Christianity is
one based on a close, personal relationship with Jesus. As He said,
"Apart from me you can do nothing." John 15:5, NEB.
But I try to get my readers to go
steady with the real Jesus, who also
said, "Do not suppose that I have
come to abolish the Law. . . . So
long as heaven and earth endure,
not a letter, not a stroke, will disappear from the Law until all that
must happen has happened." "You
are my friends, if you do what I
command you." Matthew 5:17, 18;
John 15:14, NEB.
BORING AN UP-TIGHT GOD?
Why is God so up-tight about having
us pray to Him every day? He knows
everything about us before we tell it to
Him. Matthew 6:8. It would be boring for Him to have to hear it all over
again.

Since God loves us, He also
"likes" us and enjoys having us visit
with Him.
He knows that for our own good
we need to visit with Him.
Maybe true religion is more than

God's knowing everything about us.
Maybe it's a "person-to-person"
thing—like us rapping with God every day.
MASTURBATION VS.
THE REAL THING
Is masturbation a sin? Please put
this in your column (next month's issue
if possible). Thank you very much. I'll
be looking for the answer.

The Real Thing satisfies because
it does more than meet a biological
need; it also fills a psychological,
social, and moral need to share our
greatest delights with someone else,
to make someone other than ourselves happy. It is most rewarding
when it is symbolic of a couple's intelligent, practical, everyday quest
to bring meaningful joy into one
another's lives. Because it satisfies,
it is not likely to lead to excess. At
best, it promotes unselfish happiness and, hence, health.
How does your solitary substitute
stack up?
GOD AND ACCIDENTS
I just finished reading your book
"Man, What a God!"—in one hour and
ten minutes! I am going to order
twenty copies right now to give away
to my friends. . . . You should know
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that a short time ago
I lost everything I
owned, including
my religious books,
in a freak tragedy.
Should I blame God—the God
you describe in your book—for letting
this happen? I think not. I don't believe God is "responsible" to protect
my goods. I'm just thankful that He
does so often. It is not His fault that
we live in a sinful environment. As a
race we caused it, and to an extent we
should accept the just consequences for
having done so. I thank God also that
He has given us intelligence to cope
with losses, such as through the formation of insurance companies.

Right on! God can change our
circumstances, and He often does.
At other times He changes us, giving us what we need—attitudes,
ideas, health, or whatever—to meet
our circumstances like courageous
Christian men.
Evidently He opted for the second course with you, and it's working fine.
GOD OR WOODY ALLEN?
Prove to me that God is love, or even
can be trusted. Jesus said, "Ask and
ye shall receive." I have asked for several things and have never received
any of them. For one thing I prayed
two years, but it made no difference.
And they were worthwhile things that

I prayed for too.
[Michigan]
When I was younger I
prayed for a lot of things, like
a girl friend to get in my section,
a 10-speed bicycle, and to play
games well. I got them all. God was
great! But now I have been praying
for two years for something I want
very much, and I haven't got it yet. Is
it possible that God died at the Cross
and so now there is no God? Have my
parents been wrong in what they have
told me about God? Should I say with
Woody Allen, "Not only is there no
God, but you try to get a plumber on
weekends!" [Florida]

You are both being serious with
me. Let me be as serious in return.
This Jesus who invited us to ask
Him for things did not always give
people the things they asked for,
even when He was obviously "still
alive and well" on earth. The day
after He fed a large crowd with
miraculous bread, many of the same
people came back to ask for still
more bread. But the Jesus who had
been so generous the day before,
now refused to give it to them. Instead He said, "The truth of the
matter is that you want to be with
me because I fed you, not because
you believe in me. But you
shouldn't be so concerned about
perishable things like food." "The
true Bread is a Person—the one sent
by God from heaven, and He gives
life to the world." "I am the Bread
of Life. No one coming to me will

ever be
hungry
again." "With
all the earnestness
I possess I tell you this:
Unless you eat the flesh
of the Messiah and
drink his blood, you cannot
have eternal life within you."
"My flesh is the true food, and my
blood is the true drink." John 6:26,
27, 33, 35, 53, 55, Living Bible.
What Jesus meant was that these
people had been asking Him for
"things" instead of seeking an experience with Him on ,a personal
basis as their own Saviour. And He
knew that giving them "things"
couldn't help them much in the
long run; only through their believing in Him could He save them.
You have put the cart before the
horse. You have thought that unless you get things from God you
won't believe in God. But Jesus
said in another place, "Seek first his
kingdom and his righteousness, and
[then] all these things shall be
yours as well." Matthew 6:33, RSV.
DO YOU HAVE A QUESTION?
Would you like to ask Mervyn Maxwell to help you find an answer? If
so, send your question to:
Mervyn Maxwell
"Signs of the Times"
1350 Villa Street
Mountain View, California 94040
It is not possible to answer all
letters in the "Signs"; and publishing procedures being what they
are, answers published in this column may not appear until several
months after you send in your
question. If you want to be sure of
receiving an answer to your particular question, be certain to give
your address when writing.
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